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Horthern Bistrict of Georgia
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CHAMBERS OF

STACEY W. COTTON PHONE: 404-215-1026
CHIEF JUDGE

NOTICE

DATE: September 9, 2003

RE: CHAPTER 13 DEBTORS’ ATTORNEYS’ FEES

TO: Attorneys who practice in the Bankruptcy Court for the Northern
District of Georgia

General Order No. 9 has been adopted by the Court after a
great deal of study and deliberation. The Court has carefully
taken into consideration the viewpoints of the Chapter 13 Trustees
in this District as well as those of many members of the Bar who
have provided their input. The Court thanks all of those who have
contributed to the process and hopes that this new Order will be
both workable from a practical standpoint and helpful in improving
the quality of legal services rendered to Chapter 13 debtors in
this District.

General Order No.9 is effective as to all Chapter 13 cases
filed on or after September 8, 2003.

All Chapter 13 cases filed prior to September 8, 2003 are
governed by General Order No. 4.

The Court advises the Bar that the process of revising the
form Chapter 13 plan used in this District is underway and will
require more detailed information in a Chapter 13 plan, so that the
debtor’s attorney and the debtor will be able to determine what is
feasible, given the likely claims and the debtor’s income and
expenses. The Court does not intend to increase the amounts in
General Order No. 9 when it adopts new requirements in the Chapter
13 plan procedure. This Order is adopted in anticipation of the
additional plan requirements.

Chief Judge Stacey W. Cotton
FOR THE COURT
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(Supercedes General Order No. 4 as to cases filed on or after September 8, 20

In recognition of the high volume of Chapter 13 cases filed in this District and
acknowledging that many of these cases require the same or very similar legal services
to each debtor, the Court enters the following General Order to promote the efficient
management of applications for compensation by debtors’ attorneys, to provide fair and
equitable treatment of debtors and their attorneys, and to avoid undue additional
financial burden on debtors. This Order is intended to establish certain procedures
allowing payment of attorney’s fees without separate fee applications and hearings in
cases where the attorney and the debtor agree that the fee for representation in a Chapter
13 case will be less than $2,501. Attorneys are prohibited from advising clients or the
public that the Court requires any minimum or maximum fee be charged for a Chapter
13 case. This Order does not seek to set any fee in any Chapter 13 case, and it does not
and is not intended to set any minimum or maximum fee in any Chapter 13 case filed in
this District.

Attorneys representing debtors in Chapter 13 cases are required to represent the
debtor in all matters relating to the case affecting the debtor’s interests unless the
attorney is permitted to withdraw by order of the Court. Local Rule 9010-2. For their
services, attorneys are entitled to a reasonable fee, determined in accordance with
ethical requirements of the State Bar of Georgia. Rule 4-102 of the Rules of the State
Bar of Georgia. Pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 329(b), the Court may require the return of

excessive fees. Accordingly, it is hereby



ORDERED that, effective as to cases filed on or after September &, 2003, an
attorney for a Chapter 13 debtor or joint debtors (“Debtor”) need not file a fee
application if the fee sought to be paid is less than $2,501 per case; provided, however,
that:

(a) upon confirmation of a plan in the first distribution thereunder, the
Chapter 13 Trustee (“Trustee”) is authorized to disburse to the debtor’s attorney an
amount not to exceed $1,500, less any attorney’s fee received prior to filing, such
disbursement to be made from the proceeds available and paid into the office of Trustee
by Debtor, or on Debtor’s behalf, after deduction of any unpaid filing fees and payment
of Trustee’s fees and expenses;

(b) Trustee is authorized to disburse the balance of any such attorneys fees
under Debtor’s plan at the rate of up to $125 per month, beginning in the month
following the first Plan distribution set forth in (a) and continuing monthly until paid;
and

(c) if no plan is confirmed and the case is dismissed or converted to a
Chapter 7, unless otherwise ordered, Trustee is authorized to disburse to Debtor’s
attorney compensation not to exceed the sum of $900, less any sums previously received
after deduction of any unpaid filing fees and payment of Trustee’s fees and expenses;
and it is

ORDERED that after the filing of a Chapter 13 case, the attorney for Debtor
shall collect no compensation other than allowed by this Order without prior court
approval based upon an appropriate application and order; and it is

ORDERED that prior to filing a Chapter 13 petition, Debtor’s attorney shall

provide to Debtor a copy of the attached “Rights and Responsibilities” and shall certify


















